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Image (Wikipedia, Creative Commons): Houston Light Guard Armory, home of the Buffalo Soldiers 
National Museum, 3816 Caroline Street, Houston, Texas, 10 February 2024, Kenneth C. Zirkel. 

The Tesla vision is to accelerate the 
world’s transition to sustainable energy. 
They make sedans and SUV’s, and now 
a big pickup truck, the Cybertruck. I 
took the three photos on this page on 
October 15, 2024, at the Tesla service 
center in League City near NASA/JSC. 


When we bought our 2024 Tesla 
Model Y SUV on June 24, this service 
center parking lot was only half full, 
though it is usually packed full. On 
October 15, 2024, it was packed full 
again. About 50 Cybertrucks were on 
the parking lot. Two long rows of them 
were very visible from the northbound 
Gulf Freeway. 


With our five-year loan at about 1%, 
the monthly payments are steep, but 
since we will pay the 2024 IRS tax 
return with more than $7500, we got 
$7500 off at the time of purchase. 

The Tesla Cybertucks have not been 
perfect, but several features seem to be 
state of the art. They use steel similar to 
the steel of the SpaceX Starship 
spacecraft, bulletproof to subsonic 
bullets from handguns, in case of the 
Zombie Apocalypse. Built Tesla Tough.


They use 45 V instead of 12 V, and I 
recall the good effects of going from 6 V 
to 12 V around 1966. They use steer-by-
wire. Steering column stalks are 
removed, and those functions use 
buttons on the steering wheel or maybe 
a yoke steering wheel. 


They use four-wheel steering. The 
back wheels turn together up to ten 
degrees to help in U-turns and high 
speed lane changes. Ground clearance 
is adjustable up to 17 inches. 
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Diversity

AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, June 2, 2020.
“We need to make the ultimate pivot…”2

The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan
The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan


Archived on our Houston Section Server
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Almost all Lee High School yearbooks (82 of them) 
are public and online using this Flickr link. Flickr is “free” 
social media for photos and captions. Classmates dot 
com is “free” social media for high school yearbooks. 
They have 77 of these yearbooks (available publically). 


The Latin Club “slave” (enslaved persons) sales were 
often big articles in these yearbooks from about 1945 to 
1955. Around the USA, this continues in 2012 and 2024. 
Usually it is the Latin Club. Once it was a school event 
for the prom, the raising money with the sale of 
“enslaved” people who were then humiliated:  students, 
staff, and administrators. 


The school board voted 4-3 in 2020 to keep the name 
Robert E. Lee High School. The three were “local.”

Baytown Texas near NASA/JSC

The Cult of the “Lost Cause of the Confederacy” (Wikipedia). 

The 1964 North Charleston South Carolina High School yearbook 
includes two of my three older brothers, Rick and Dennis Yazell, on the 
Classmates website. The Charleston Rubber Company bought an 
advertisement (page 154), and they quoted Edith Hamilton, 1867-1963. She 
was famous for books about themes like those of the Latin clubs. 


Page 74 of that yearbook shows two female students in the roles of 
enslaved ancient Romans or Greeks being sold while chained. 


Hamilton’s books are described in her Wikipedia article. A 2023 Edith 
Hamilton article by Emily Wilson in The Nation (paywall after about four 
articles) describes Hamilton well, and it also describes the right-wing and 
elitist history of this fad in the USA for studying Latin, ancient Greece, and 
ancient Rome. 
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Climate
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https://science.nasa.gov/climate-change/evidence/ 

The Evidence for Rapid  
Climate Change Is Compelling 

◦ Global Temperature Is Rising

◦ The Ocean Is Getting Warmer

◦ The Ice Sheets Are Shrinking

◦ Glaciers Are Retreating

◦ Snow Cover Is Decreasing

◦ Sea Level Is Rising

◦ Arctic Sea Ice Is Declining

◦ Extreme Events Are Increasing in Frequency

◦ Ocean Acidification Is Increasinghttps://science.nasa.gov/climate-change/evidence/ Above: A recent event not associated with 

NASA or AIAA. To obtain a PDF file of some of 
the charts, email douglas.yazell [at] me.com. 
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AIAA Houston Section sister sections


France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr 

France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier

Houston: Douglas Yazell


Ethiopia-USA: 

Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD

Houston: Thomas Haregot


Peru-USA: 

Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez

Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez

alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr

francis.guimera@orange.fr

douglas.yazell@me.com

tulubesha@yahoo.com

tharegot@gmail.com

jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC)

Chair: Douglas Yazell, douglas.yazell@me.com

Ethiopia PeruFrance
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Map (below) of Martinique from TUBS at Wikipedia. 
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Current events: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia 

https://www.ethiosss.org

Ethiopia
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Dr. Catalina Stern 
(Forgach) is a regular 
attendee at AIAA Houston 
Section SpaceGeekSpeak 
Saturday mornings, where 
we discuss space 
exploration, hosted by 
Svetlana Hanson. 
Catalina sent this link 
about the late jazz 
musician who often used 
the single name of 
Emahoy. 


Catalina sent a link 
which allows the user to 
play an entire album of 
jazz piano, relaxing music, 
as I recall. 


Catalina also explained 
that Emahoy’s life story is 
an amazing story of 
Ethiopia and more, as 
introduced in this 
Wikipedia article. 
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Peru
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New Mexico

Arkansas
Oklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (Mexico and four states of the USA)
AIAA Houston Section: Mexico and the Section’s territory in Texas

Region IV Sections

1. Houston (Texas, includes Mexico & Texas A&M University)

2. Southwest Texas (includes Dallas & Fort Worth)

3. North Texas (includes San Antonio)

4. Albuquerque (New Mexico)

5. White Sands (New Mexico)

6. Oklahoma (includes Arkansas) 

Mexico
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HistoryAIAA Houston Section History Technical Committee Chair-Douglas Yazell 
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The Cybertruck at an AIAA Historic Aerospace Site 
The 1940 Air Terminal Museum at Hobby Airport in Houston 

The Museum’s Wings & Wheels Event

Electric Vehicles on Display by the Houston Chapter of 

The Electric Vehicle Association 

[Douglas Yazell, September 23, 2024]


This photo by Dave Hanson shows the new Tesla Cybertruck 
on the ramp of the 1940 Air Terminal Museum. This is a electric 
vehicle (EV) pickup truck providing competition for big pickup 
trucks such as the Ford F-150 and Chevrolet Silverado. 


More EVs were on display on the other side of the museum in 
the museum’s parking lot. The ramp is just a few feet away from 
the runway at Hobby Airport, where we often see jets from 
Southwest Airlines. 


Dave Hanson is President of the Houston Chapter of the 
Electric Vehicle Association, the group displaying the EVs at 
this event. 


This historic photo shows the Tesla Cybertruck on the ramp 
with a 1942 Lockheed Lodestar N31G airplane and a 1929 Ford 
Model A aviation fuel truck. 


This Wings and Wheels museum quarterly event took place 
on Saturday, September 21, 2024, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 
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